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SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH ARCHBISHOP OF MANAGUA 

1. ON FRIDAY, JULY 12, MONSIGNOR MIGUEL OBANDO Y BRAVO, 

ARCHBISHOP OF MANAGUA, LUNCHED WITH DCM. FOLLOWING ARE 
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ARCHBISHOP'S COMMENTS. 

A. AFTER MENTIONING HIS TWO RECENT MEETINGS WITH GENERAL SOMOZA, 
THE ARCHBISHOP SAID HE HAD EARLIER FRIDAY SENT A PRIEST TO VISIT 
THE OTHER NICARAGUAN BISHOPS TO OBTAIN THEIR CONCURRENCE FOR HIM 
TO REQUEST A MEETING OF ALL THE BISHOPS WITH GENERAL SOMOZA. HE 
EXPECTS CONCURRENCE TO BE GIVEN AND HOPES TO HAVE THE MEETING ON 
JULY 24 IF THIS IS CONVENIENT TO SOMOZA. HE IS CONCERNED WHETHER 
OR NOT THE MEETING SHOULD BE PUBLICIZED. HE FEARS THAT IF IT IS, 

THE BISHOPS WILL BE SAID BY NOVEDADES TO BE SUPPORTING THE GOVERN- 
MENT. IF IT IS NOT, IT WILL BECOME KNOWN AND THE BISHOPS WILL 
BE ACCUSED OF HAVING SOLD OUT TO SOMOZA. THE ARCHBISHOP STATED 
THAT HE HAD TOLD NO ONE ELSE OF HIS PROPOSAL AND REQUESTED DCM 
TO HOLD IT IN STRICT CONFIDENCE. 

B. DCM NOTED THAT HE HAD JUST RE-READ THE 1972 PASTORAL LETTER 
AND ASKED IF THE ARCHBISHOP STILL CONSIDERS THAT LETTER AS A GUIDE 
FOR THE FUTURE ROLE OF THE CHURCH IN NICARAGUA. THE ARCHBISHOP 
REPLIED THAT HE REALLY DID NOT KNOW. WHILE THE CHURCH MUST FOLLOW 
THE GENERAL LINES LAID DOWN BY VATICAN II AND THE MEDELLIN 
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IT MUST BE CAREFUL TO INSURE THAT IT DOES NOT BECOME A PAWN OF ANY 
POLITICAL OR IDEOLOGICAL GROUP. AT A MEETING OF THE EPISCOPAL 
CONFERENCE ON JULY 9, IT WAS DECIDED THAT THE BISHOPS WOULD MAKE 
A STUDY OF THE PROBLEMS IN NICARAGUA AND POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS. THE 
ARCHBISHOP HOPES THAT WHEN THE STUDY IS COMPLETED IT CAN BE 
PRESENTED TO AND DISCUSSED WITH SOMOZA AS WELL AS SERVE AS A 
GUIDE FOR THE CHURCH IN THE NEXT FEW YEARS. 

C. THE ARCHBISHOP SAID THAT HE IS VERY ANXIOUS TO MAINTAIN A 
DIALOG WITH SOMOZA. DCM ENCOURAGED THIS, SAYING THAT HE THOUGHT 
SUCH A DIALOG WOULD BE OF GREAT IMPORTANCE TO NICARAGUA. THE 
ARCHBISHOP SAID HE BELIEVES SOMOZA TO HAVE GOOD IDEAS AND TO BE 
INTERESTED IN THE GOOD OF THE COUNTRY BUT THINKS, HOWEVER, THAT HE 
HAS PEOPLE AROUND HIM WHO ARE OPPOSED TO ALL CHANGE AND WHO ARE 
GIVING HIM VERY BAD ADVICE. 

D. THE ARCHBISHOP REPEATED SEVERAL TIMES THAT POLITICS IS 

TERRIBLY COMPLICATED AND THAT THE CHURCH FINDS IT DIFFICULT TO CARRY 
OUT ITS MISSION WITHOUT BEING USED OR MANIPULATED. HE BELIEVES 
THAT THE CHURCH SHOULD COOPERATE WITH THE GOVERNMENT AS MUCH AS 
POSSIBLE. OF COURSE, HE SAID, THERE WILL BE TIMES WHEN IN ITS 
DEFENSE OF THE POOR AND ITS PURSUIT OF SOCIAL JUSTICE THE CHURCH 
WILL CRITICIZE THE GOVERNMENT. EVEN THEN, HOWEVER, A SERIOUS 
DIALOG SHOULD BE MAINTAINED BETWEEN THE TWO INSTITUTIONS. 

2. A DETAILED MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION WILL BE SUBMITTED 
SHORTLY. 

SHELTON 
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